
collegeboard.org/illinois  

SAT 
® 

Hoor Bhanpuri 
Executive Director 

Illinois Partnership  

Overview of the SAT and Key Components of the 

Assessment System 



Overview 

Guiding questions for today’s presentation: 

 

As a student why is the SAT and SAT Suite interesting to me? 

 

As a parent why is it interesting to me that my child is taking 
what ends up being a full day of school to take the test? 

 

 

 



Beyond tests. More opportunities. 

The College Board  

Readiness & Success System 
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► Easier for students to navigate a 

path through high school, 

college and career 

► Extraordinary, exclusive 

partnerships that deliver 

unprecedented benefits to 

students, educators, and 

states/districts 



200-800 points 

 

About the Redesigned SAT® 

200-800 points 

 

Math Essay 

(separate scores) 

 

3 Hours 50 Minutes 

Evidence-Based 

Reading and Writing 

200-800 points 

 



Eight Key Changes to the SAT®  
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Words in Context 
Command of 

Evidence 

Math that Matters 

Most 

Essay Analyzing a 

Source 

No Penalty for 

Guessing 

U.S. Founding 

Documents and the 

Great Global 

Conversation 

Analysis in Science 

and in History/Social 

Studies 

Problems Grounded 

in Real-World 

Contexts 



► Single and paired passages 

► Cross disciplinary contexts: 

 US and world literature 

 History/social studies (founding documents/great global conversations) 

 Science 

► Informational graphics  

► Range of text complexity 

► Focus on: 

 Words in context 

 Command of evidence 
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SAT® Reading Test: Features 



► Passage based 

► Cross-disciplinary contexts: 

 Humanities 

 History/social studies 

 Science 

 Careers 

► Informational graphics 

► Multiple text types: argument, informative, nonfiction narrative 

► Focus on: 

 Expression of ideas 

 Standard English conventions 

 Words in context 

 Command of evidence 
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SAT® Writing and Language Test: Features 



► Multiple item types 

► Focus on what matters in college/career readiness 

► Calculator/No calculator sections 

► Focus on application, conceptual understanding, and procedural 
skill and fluency 

► Rich application contexts: 

 Social studies 

 Science 

 Careers 

► Item sets 

► Multistep problems 
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SAT® Math Test: Features 



► Common prompt:  publicly available 

 Represents sound instructional model 

► Sources are arguments written for a broad audience 

► Emphasis on analysis of the argument (not opinion) 

► Expanded time for students to read, plan, write (50 minutes) 

► Analytic scoring 
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SAT® Essay Test: Features 
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Redesigned SAT® Essay Prompt 

Sample Passage Found Here: Essay is typically between 

650-750 Words. 

 

1 

2 

3 
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The SAT
®

 Suite of Assessments 

Readiness 
Baseline 

Check-in 
and Focus 

Connect to 
College 



Scores and Benchmarks 



SAT® Scores and Subscores 
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Longitudinal Progress Monitoring 

Section Scores are placed on a vertical scale. 
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The same concept holds true for the Test, Cross-Test Scores and Total Score. 
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SAT College and Career Readiness 

Benchmarks 

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 SAT 

 

    Section-level 
390 410 430 460 480 ERW 

430 450 480 510 530 MATH 

 75% likelihood of a student achieving at least a “C” grade in a first-

semester, credit-bearing college course in a related subject 

 Set at Section Level 

 “Backcast” Grade-Level Benchmarks: 



The following concordance tables will be available in May 2016: 

Concordances for SAT® 
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Old SAT Scores Redesigned SAT Scores 

Redesigned SAT Scores ACT Scores* 

A preliminary concordance table for PSAT/NMSQT® is already 

available. 

 

*Note: The concordance table with ACT will be a derived concordance using the Current 

to Redesigned SAT concordance table. 



Concordance Cont.  
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The chart above is available in the K-12 Educator Brief: Concordance p. 20 



Test Comparison 2016-17 
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UPDATED! 



® 



Khan Academy Overview 
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Personalized SAT® Practice Through 

Khan Academy 
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25 
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Daily Practice for the New SAT® 

» Daily SAT practice questions 

» Instant practice test scoring 



Sign in to existing College Board 
account, or create a new one 



Click Scan & Score from the Home 
screen or Menu 

Practice Tests and Answer Sheets: 
http://sat.org/scoring 



Step 4: Scan your grid on a dark 
non-reflective surface 



Verify/correct omissions and double-bubbles 



Immediately view your scores and detailed 
analysis and answer explanations 

 PSAT/NMSQT results: linking with Khan Academy for 
personalized practice recommendations 



Linking College Board and Khan 

Academy Accounts 
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• Students will be able to link their College Board and Khan Academy 

accounts when PSAT/NMSQT results are released.   

 

• Linking accounts will further personalize practice as item level data from 

the PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 8/9 will be sent to the practice program on 

Khan Academy.  

 

• Students will get specific recommendations based on an actual exam 

taken under test like conditions. 

 

• All future scores from SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10 and PSAT 8/9 will 

also be sent to help customize practice and recommendations on Khan 

Academy.    

 

• Students will be able to jump right into practice without having to take any 

additional diagnostic quizzes or practice tests to get personalized 

recommendations. 



Expanded Scholarship Opportunities 
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AP Potential 
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  P Potential: 

• AP Potential is a free, Web-based tool that allows schools to generate 
rosters of students who are likely to score a 3 or higher on a given AP® 
Exam based on their performance on the PSAT/NMSQT®, and starting 
this year the PSAT™ 8/9, PSAT™ 10, or SAT® 

 

• Provides personalized recommendations to help students identify the AP 
courses in which they’re most likely to succeed. 

 

• AP Potential is designed to help districts increase access to AP and to 
ensure that no student who has the chance of succeeding in AP is 
overlooked. 

 
 

 



► 100% of the registration fees for a single test date (during regular or late 

registration). 

► 4 additional score reports (worth a total of $45) sent to the colleges of their 

choice at any time for free (regardless of how many fee waivers are used). 

► Up to 4 requests to waive college application fees. 

► Free access to the Question-and-Answer Service or the Student Answer 

Service when ordered during registration. 

► Domestic students who used an SAT fee waiver while applying to college for 

the first time may also receive a CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE
®

 fee waiver. 

Eligible students qualify for up to 4 fee waivers — 2 for the SAT and 

2 for the SAT Subject Tests™. These students receive:  

SAT®  Fee Waivers 
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Score Choice
TM

  

enables students to:  

► Choose which scores 

to send to colleges 

by test administration. 

► Send only the scores 

they want to send 

to colleges.
*
 

 

Four free reports are included with SAT
®
 registration. 

Students can use their free reports up to 9 days after their test date. 

Sending Scores 

* Students will need to comply with an institution’s stated score-use practice. Score Choice is optional. 

Student scores will not be released without the student’s specific consent. 
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The College Board is committed to making sure that students with disabilities can take 
the exams with the accommodations they need, and will consider all requests to 
ensure that we measure students’ academic abilities, regardless of their disabilities. 

► Start Early for Fall Testing -- The request process is most efficient when the school 
submits a request online, has all available documentation, and when parent is 
aware of what accommodations are being requested. 

► College Board SSD reviews requests for accommodations for students with 
documented disabilities taking PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10 and SAT®. 

► There is no set “list” of accommodations: We receive, and approve, requests for 
new types of accommodations on a regular basis. 

► College Board requires that a student have a documented disability, however there 
are no set documentation requirements. We will review any documentation that is 
provided.  

► Accommodations required for College Board tests may differ from those needed in 
school. 

 

 

 

 

College Board Services for Students 

with Disabilities (SSD) 
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Reporting and Data Portal 



► Single log in for access to score reports for all SAT Suite Assessments 

► Interactive features for educators (e.g., sorting, filtering) 

► Counselor Registration and Score Roster access 

► Ability to batch print: 

 Student score reports 

 Score labels 

 SAT admission tickets 

► Enhanced data and drill down capabilities 

► Enables “search” and creation of custom groups 
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Reporting 

An online reporting portal is available for both students and educators! 



Student Reports - Dashboard 

▶ Consolidated view of all 
assessment scores 

▶ Brief overview of each 
assessment including 
grade and year taken plus 
top level section scores 

▶ Includes pre-2015 
PSAT/NMSQT scores 

▶ ‘Report Details’ less 
detailed for pre-2015 
PSAT/NMSQT 
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▶ Detailed explanation of current 
college readiness skills, based 
on test score band and typical 
students 

▶ Actionable steps to improve on 
skills required to be college 
ready 

▶ Question-level detail feedback 
including answer*, difficulty 
and subscore 

▶ Quickly filter results 
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Improved Skills Insight and 
Question Analysis  



Student Reports – Report Detail 

▶ Projected score ranges on 
next assessment 

▶ Percentile rankings 

▶ Tallies of correct and 
incorrect answers 
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Educator Reports - Scores by 
Institution 



Educator Online Reports – 
Available Filters 



Instructional Planning Report 



Educator Reports – Question 
Analysis 

▶ See performance, by question 

▶ For disclosed forms 

▶ Individual answer choice 
performance 

▶ Link to actual question 
content (including answer 
explanations) 
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Available only for disclosed exam 
forms.  PSAT 8/9 is a is disclosed 
form for Fall 2016 and non-
disclosed form for Spring 2017. 
PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10 and April 
SAT School Day are disclosed 
exam forms. 



Educator Reports – Instructional 
Planning Linked to State Standards 

▶ See your state 
standards for 
Subscores 

▶ Note:  Links to State 
Standards are 
provided anywhere a 
Subscore is reported 
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K12 Educator Resources 



► Print only  

► Purpose: 

 Explain to K-12 educators the audience, testing schedule, and 

benefits of the redesigned assessments 

 Describe the vertical scale and scoring for the SAT Suite of 

Assessments 

 Provide sample questions to help educators understand the structure 

and content of the assessments 
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PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 

Assessment Briefs 



► Modularized PDFs available online  

► Purpose: 

 Explain to teachers and curriculum 

specialists the reasoning and goals 

behind the redesign of the SAT 

 Describe the structure and content of 

the redesigned SAT and the eight key 

changes to the assessment 

 Provide practical, actionable, 

classroom-related information to help 

teachers work with students to prepare 

for SAT 

Redesigned SAT  

Teacher Implementation Guide 
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► A set of resources that allows the user to deliver a professional 

development presentation to a variety of audiences 

► Each module includes: 

 A PowerPoint Presentation 

 A Facilitator’s Guide 

 Introduction 

 Table of Contents 

 Presentation Suggestions for Time Allotted 

 Suggested Discussion Points 

 Handouts 
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Professional Development Modules 
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Professional Development Module Titles 

Module 1 Key Changes 

Module 2 Words in Context and Command of Evidence 

Module 3 Expressions of Ideas and Standard English Conventions 

Module 4 Math that Matters Most – Heart of Algebra and Problem Solving and Data Analysis 

Module 5 Math that Matters Most – Passport to Advanced Math and Additional Topics in Math 

Module 6 Using Scores and Reporting to Inform Instruction 

Module 7 Connecting History/Social Studies Instruction with the SAT Suite of Assessments 

Module 8 Connecting Science Instruction with the SAT Suite of Assessments 

NEW MODULES 



► Counselor Resource Guide 

► Webinars 

► Counselor Workshops 

 In person 

 Online 

 Video 

Resources for Counselors 
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Questions? 
 

Hoor Bhanpuri 
Executive Director 
Illinois Partnership 

 
Contact: 

ilsat@collegeboard.org 
 


